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tion to which she may have been sent 
by them.

If the local health laws, regulations or 
ordinances are inadequate, or if the local 
health authorities fail or refuse to act 
promptly when a case is presented to 
them, then you should bring the case to 
trial at the earliest possible date, and if 
it results in conviction or a plea of guilty, 
ask the court for a brief delay of sen
tence, and, between the date of convic
tion and the date of sentence, arrange for 
a medical examination of the defendant. 
If such medical examination discloses the 
existence of an infectious venereal 
disease, you will present a written report 
of such fact to the court, to be considered 
by the court, in connection with all of the 
facts of the case, in determining the sen
tence to be imposed.

C o m p u l s o r y  N o t i f i c a t i o n .

In all cases where medical examina
tion, either under local laws or as above 
provided for, reveals the existence of 
venereal disease, you are directed to urge 
the commitment of the persons so 
diseased, wherever possible, to reforma
tory or penal institutions equipped with 
facilities for proper medical treatment 
during the period of imprisonment. In 
every such case, the authorities in charge 
of such institution should be notified in 
writing of the physical condition of the 
convicted person and directed to afford 
all proper treatment. Such authorities 
should be further requested, before the 
termination of the period of imprison
ment, to notify the local health authori
ties of the then physical condition of the 
prisoner, in order that such quarantine or 
supervision may be instituted, under state 
or local laws, as may be necessary for the 
protection of the public health.

You are further advised that the Sur
geon General of the army has instructel 
his representatives in the Sanitary Corps, 
now detailed to extra-cantonment areas 
thruout the United States, to co-operate 
with you in carrying out this program.

Where you find that the local health

officials fail or refuse to proceed as above 
outlined, you are requested to make im
mediate report of all of the facts to the 
Surgeon General of the army at Wash
ington, D. C., for his information.

There is sent to you herewith a mem
orandum relating to the legal aspects of 
the procedure above outlined.

Respectfully,
T. W. GRKGORY, 

Attorney General.

NAVY MEDICAL PROMOTIONS.

In accordance with the increase of the 
permanent authorized enlisted strength 
of the Navy to 131,485, the naval medical 
corps will be allowed a number of addi
tional officers, including two medi
cal directors with the rank of cap
tain, and forty medical inspectors, 
with the rank of commander. The 
vacancies in these grades will be 
filled by selection, upon recommendation 
of the board of high-ranking medical offi
cers yet to be appointed, and promotions 
in the lower grades will be with running 
mates in the line, as provided by law. 
The medical corps has had an allowance 
of 843 officers, and under the new law 
the allowance will be 1,120. The promo
tions now in prospect will be temporary, 
so far as numbers allowed the higher 
grades are based on the officers tempor
arily filling up the total allowance of the 
corps, and permanent promotions can be 
made only as permanent appointments 
are made in the corps.

NAVY MEDICAL SUPPLIES.

The surgeon general of the Navy is 
purchasing medical, hospital, and dental 
supplies estimated to cost $2,825,000. 
The schedule is intended to cover the 
needs of the bureau of medicine and sur
gery for the next fiscal year. It is neces
sary to meet the exceptional demands 
imposed by war at home and abroad, on 
shore and at sea, including new supply




